BEANOTOWN IN BLOOM was an episode in the series
DENNIS AND GNASHER, for which I was Script Consultant
and Head Writer. Commissioned by comics publisher D C

Thomson, the series was broadcast by the BBC.

1. EXT. DENNIS’'S HOUSE - DAY

Establish house...

2. INT. FRONT ROOM - DAY

Mum, entranced, watches the end of a gardening programme on
TV, while Dad reads the paper. Bea plays on the floor.

1 JULIAN ACORN
(on-screen)
... and remember, Maximulcho Bark
Mulch will stop those weeds dead
in their tracks. See you next
week, on Gardens Galore...

2 MUM
If Julian Acorn recommends
Maximulcho, it’ll be just what I
need to get my garden in shape
for Beanotown in Bloom...

Mum turns off the TV, jumps up and picks Bea up.

3 MUM (CONT’D)
We're off to the garden centre to
get some!

4 DAD
All right dear... see you later.

5 MUM

Oh, don’'t forget Gnasher’s bath.

6 DAD
No problem - just leave it to me!

Mum and Bea exit. Dad grins and turns the TV on again.

7 TV ANNOUNCER (0.S.)
... and now the Cup semi-final,
between Beanotown Wanderers and
Drainotown Athletic...



3. EXT. DENNIS’S HOUSE/IN FRONT OF GARAGE - DAY

The car’s in front of the garage door. As Mum approaches
it, she sees the Colonel over the fence and waves.

8 MUM
Hello Colonel!

4, EXT. COLONEL'’S GARDEN - DAY
The Colonel waves back...

9 COLONEL
What ho!

... then bends to address a bed of flowers before him.

10 COLONEL (CONT'D)
Seems friendly, but don’t be
fooled - when it comes to
Beanotown in Bloom, she’s the
enemy !

(like a sergeant-major)

Now, by the left, quick... grow!

5. EXT. BACK GARDEN - DAY
Dennis and Gnasher are playing frisbee.

11 DAD (0.S.)
Dennis!

Dennis looks round to see Dad at the kitchen door.

12 DAD (CONT'D)
Mum says...

(stage whisper)
Gnasher needs a bath.

Dennis puts his hands over Gnasher’s ears.

13 DENNIS
(stage whisper)

Oh, Dad... do I have to do it?

You know he always goes berserk!
14 DAD

Sorry Dennis, I'm really busy...

I'll have to leave it to you.

WIPE TO:

6. EXT. BACK GARDEN - LATER

Dennis sits with his arm round Gnasher.



15 DENNIS
Gnasher, you know sometimes we
have to do stuff we don’t like...

16 GNASHER
(apprehensive)
Gneh?

17 DENNIS
I mean, I have to do my
homework... and tidy my room...
and eat sprouts and stuff.

18 GNASHER

(suspicious)
Gne-e-h?

19 DENNIS

And sometimes you have to do
stuff you don’t like... like
going to the vet...

20 GNASHER
Gnaacchhh!
21 DENNIS
.. and having flea treatment...
22 GNASHER
Gnaaaaacchhh!
23 DENNIS
... and having... a bath...

A beat. Gnasher’s eyes widen. And then...

24 GNASHER
Gnaaaaagghhhh!

... he leaps up and and races off, pursued by Dennis.

25 DENNIS
Wait! It’s only soap and water!

TRACK Gnasher hurtling round the garden: in his haste to
escape bathtime, he gouges up the grass...

26 GNASHER
Gnaaaaagghhhh!
27 DENNIS

It won’'t hurt!

«++ ploughs through flowerbeds... knocks over garden
furniture... Dennis all the while trying to catch him...



28 DENNIS (CONT'D)
It’s only once a year!

DISSOLVE TO:

7. EXT. BACK GARDEN - LATER

CLOSE ON DENNIS, holding Gnasher in his arms, his back
against the fence by the road (ie opposite Walter’s house.

29 GNASHER
(pants, exhausted)
Gnaaah gnaaah!

Take Dennis’s POV, to see, in QUICK C/U’s with ‘doomy’
MUSIC STINGS, various elements of the wrecked garden:
gouged lawn; trashed flowerbed; overturned garden chair;
broken birdbath; tree branches strewn about.

30 DENNIS
Oh boy... are we in trouble!
31 WALTER (O.S.)

I should think you are!
PULL BACK to show Walter'’s head poking over the fence.
32 WALTER (CONT’D)

Not so much Beanotown in Bloom,
more Bombsite on a Bad Day!

33 DENNIS
What are you talking about
Walter?

34 WALTER

Beanotown in Bloom, the garden
contest. Your mother was my main
rival - but I'm sure to win now,
thanks to you! Ha ha!

Walter disappears.

35 DENNIS
Right Gnasher, that’s it! We
can’t let Mum get beaten by
Walter! Somehow, we’ve got to get
this garden fixed up again!

36 GNASHER
Gnassh!

Dennis pulls out his mobile and hits the speed dial...



37 DENNIS
Curly? Call Pie Face and get over
here - I've got a gardening
emergency!

DISSOLVE TO:

8. EXT. BACK GARDEN - LATER
Dennis and Gnasher react...

38 DENNIS
Oh what? Gneh? (ad 1lib)

... as Curly and Pie Face enter on a horse (see HORSEY
HAVOC,) Pie Face in front, Curly behind (both wear helmets,
Pie Face with his cowboy hat over his.)

39 DENNIS (CONT'D)
Er... what’s with the horse?
40 CURLY

He'’'s looking after it for his
cousin. But ever since he’s got
it, he’s been acting weird.

41 DENNIS
What, weirder than usual?
42 CURLY
Well... he won’'t answer unless

you call him The Pie-Crust Kid.

43 DENNIS
Oh. OK. Fair enough...

(to Pie Face)
So, Pie Crust Kid, what'’s with
the horse?

44 PIE FACE
(American cowboy)

This here’s ma palomino Sylvial!
(raises hand in salute)

Hi ho Sylvia!

45 HORSE
(neighs, snorts)

The horse rears up - Curly and Pie Face slide off the back.

46 CURLY/PIE FACE
Aaaaaaaghh!

They pick themselves up.

47 CURLY
What was that all about?



48 PTE FACE

She does it every time I say
(lowers his voice)

‘Hi Ho Sylvial’

49 CURLY
Well stop saying it then!

WIPE TO:
The boys and Gnasher survey the wreckage of the garden

50 CURLY (CONT’'D)
It’s not good is it?

51 DENNIS
Not good at all Curly.

52 PIE FACE
Ah darn-tootin’ don’t see how...

Curly raises his eyebrows at Pie Face: 'that’s enough!’

53 PIE FACE (CONT'D)
(normal voice again)
What I mean is... we’ll never get
it back to how it was...

54 CURLY
No kidding Pie Face!

55 DENNIS
Hang on, he’s on to something! We
can’'t fix it - so maybe we should
try something totally different.

56 CURLY
You mean like bigger? Better?
More spectacular?

57 DENNIS

That’s the plan! Once again,
genius wears a striped sweater...

9. INT. FRONT ROOM - DAY

C/U PICTURE OF STATELY HOME GARDEN: manicured lawn, neat
flowerbeds, lake with a bridge, swans on the water etc.

58 PIE FACE (0.S.)
Beanotown Towers...

PULL BACK to show that the picture in a brochure being
looked at by Dennis, Curly, Pie Face and Gnasher.

59 CURLY
A stately home garden!



60 DENNIS
Exactly! We’ll make one just like
it... ‘cept smaller.

10. EXT. BACK GARDEN - DAY

Now, in a series of C/U QUICK CUTS, we see Dennis and co.
putting together their idea of a stately home garden:

Gnasher does super-speed digging with his front paws, to
create a ‘lake’ (see script SPLASH!)

Dennis squirts the garden hose to fill the ‘lake’.

Pie Face re-plants flowers that were dug up by Gnasher.
Curly, Dennis and Gnasher carry bits of wood to the ‘lake.’
Gnasher watches as Dennis and Curly assemble the wood.

Pie Face stands back to look at his planting handiwork.

Dennis stands on one leg holding a ‘suction’ bow and arrow,
as Curly ‘sculpts’ a big chunk of polystyrene.

Pie Face puts floats yellow plastic ducks on the ‘lake.’

DISSOLVE TO:

11. EXT. BACK GARDEN - LATER

Dennis, holding the still-squirting hose, Gnasher and Curly
stand back to look at their creation (we don’t see it yet.)

61 DENNIS
(convincing himself)
Now that’s a stately garden...

Walter’s head pops up over the fence.

62 WALTER
Stately? In a state more like...

Without looking or missing a beat, Dennis directs the hose
back over his shoulder, so that Walter is soaked...

63 WALTER (CONT’D)
Errk!

... and drops out of sight.

64 DENNIS
It just needs an extra something.

65 HORSE (0.S.)
Neeeigggh!!



SFX: HORSE'S HOOVES. Pie Face appears on the horse.

66 PIE FACE

(American again)
And ah know just the sump’n it
needs... a pinch of down-home
prairie fertiliser.

(ordinary voice again)
Manure. My dad says you can’t
beat it...

67 DENNIS
Hmm.. well... go on then...

Pie Face rides 0/S. Stay CLOSE ON Dennis, Gnasher and Curly
as they react to the horse’s noisy fertiliser-spreading.

SFX: TREMENDOUS HORSEY RASPBERRIES

68 DAD (0O.S.)
Yaaaaaghhhh!

Dennis and co. swing round to see Dad at the kitchen door.

69 DAD (CONT'D)
What’s happened... to the garden?

We now see, in a series of QUICK C/U’s accompanied by
‘doomy’ MUSIC STINGS, the results of Dennis and co'’s
efforts: a muddy swamp with a few plastic ducks; a bridge
made of bits of old wood; flowerbeds with drooping flowers;
a ‘cherub’ statue that’s more like a polystyrene gargoyle;
and everywhere, steaming piles of horse poo.

Finally, Dad’s gaze diverts towards Dennis and co...

70 DAD (CONT'D)
Denni-i-i-sss!

12. INT. FRONT ROOM - DAY
Dennis, Gnasher, Curly and Pie Face listen as Dad rants.

71 DAD
What have you done! The garden’s
your mother'’s pride and joy!

72 DENNIS
I know Dad, sorry. I was trying
to give Gnasher a bath like you
said, and it all got out of hand.

73 DAD
I should have bathed him myself!
This is all my fault!



74 DENNIS
Don’'t worry Dad, we’ll think of
something!

75 DAD
There’s no time Dennis. We’ll
just have to face the music!

(to Curly and Pie Face)
You two can go home. No sense in
us all getting into trouble.

76 CURLY/PIE FACE
(swiftly sidling off)
OK, best be off, see you (ad lib)

They exit, as Dennis, Gnasher and Dad look apprehensive.

13. EXT. ROAD BETWEEN DENNIS AND WALTER’S HOUSE - DAY

Pie Face and Curly ride the horse across the road. As they
approach Walter’s garden wall, they hear...

77 DUDLEY (0.S.)
You're bound to win Beanotown in
Bloom Walter - your garden looks
super!

78 WALTER (O.S.)
Well it’'s going to look even
better this afternoon...

14. EXT. WALTER'S GARDEN - DAY

Walter’s garden is immaculate, with a pool (see SPLASH!).
Walter talks to Bertie and Dudley.

79 WALTER
... because it’'s getting a make-
over from Julian Acorn - the man
from Gardens Galore!

80 BERTIE
Golly! Does your Dad know him?

81 WALTER
No, my Uncle does.

CUT to Curly/Pie Face on the horse, peering over the wall.

82 WALTER (CONT'D)
Once he’s added the finishing
touch, my garden will be sure to
win the grand prize!
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15. EXT. ROAD BETWEEN DENNIS AND WALTER’S HOUSE - DAY

83 CURLY
Here, that’s not fair!

84 PIE FACE
Best tell Den... Hi.. (carefully)
I mean, come on Sylvia...

Pie Face steers the horse back towards Dennis’s house...

16. INT. FRONT ROOM - DAY
Curly and Pie Face tell Dennis and Dad what they’ve heard.

85 PTE FACE
... SO Walter’s getting Julian
Acorn in...

86 CURLY
... ‘cos his Uncle knows him...

87 PTE FACE
... and it’s cheating, isn’'t it?

88 DENNIS
Hang on... did you say Walter'’'s
Uncle knows him? Not his Dad?

89 CURLY
Yeah...

90 DENNIS
Get into menace mode boys... I
can feel a plan coming on...

DISSOLVE TO:

17. EXT. ROAD BETWEEN DENNIS AND WALTER’S HOUSE - DAY

Dennis, Gnasher, Curly and Pie Face (on the horse) listen
as Dennis explains his plan.

91 DENNIS
As soon as Gnasher sees the TV
van, he signals to Curly, OK?
(to Pie Face)
Then Curly signals to you, and
you alert me, right?

92 CURLY/PIE FACE/GNASHER
Yeah... gnash.. got it (ad 1lib)

93 DENNIS
Right, get into position!
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18. EXT. ROAD BETWEEN DENNIS AND WALTER’S HOUSE - LATER

LONG SHOT of road, to show Gnasher (furthest away,) then
Curly, then Pie Face on the horse, in look-out positions.

CUT TO Gnasher... who sees a ‘TV Van’ - antenna, satellite
dish etc. - coming down the road. He howls...
94 GNASHER
Gnaaaoouuuhh!

... to warn Curly, who shouts to Pie Face...

95 CURLY
He’'s on his way Pie Face!

... Who, inevitably, shouts what he shouldn’t shout...

96 PTE FACE
Hi Ho Sylvia!

97 HORSE
(snorts, neighs)

98 PIE FACE
Oops'!

Sylvia rears up and takes off, Pie Face trying to hang on.

Dennis, in the front garden with Dad, sees the horse, Pie
Face bouncing up and down on her back, hurtling past.

99 PIE FACE (CONT'D)
(shouts to Dennis)
I said Hi Ho Sylvia by mistake...
but don’t worry, everything’s
under control!

Sylvia turns right at Walter’s and gallops away.

100 DENNIS
(bemused)
Under control, right...
(back to reality)
Ready Dad? Remember, you'’re
supposed to be Walter’s Dad.

101 DAD
No problem!

(practises posh accent)
Delighted to meet you Mr.
Acorn...

19. EXT. ROAD OUTSIDE DENNIS’'S HOUSE - DAY

Dennis guides the TV van towards his house. It pulls up,
and Julian Acorn leaps out to be greeted by Dennis and Dad.
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102 JULIAN ACORN
Hi, I'm Julian Acorn! You must be
Walter!

103 DENNIS
(smarmy Walter voice)
Yes... how do you do Mr. Acorn!

104 JULIAN ACORN
And you must be Walter'’s Dad!

105 DAD

(posh)
Delighted to meet you Mr. Acorn!
We're big fans, aren’t we Den...
er, Walter?

106 DENNIS

(smarmy Walter voice)
Indubitably... Gardens Galore is
my very favourite programme!

107 JULIAN ACORN

Great! Well then, let’s take a
look at your garden!

20. EXT. BACK GARDEN - DAY
Julian, Dennis and Dad survey the disaster area.
108 JULIAN ACORN
Mm, it’s a tricky one! But we’ll
see what we can do!

DISSOLVE TO:

21. INT. FRONT ROOM - DAY
Mum comes in with Bea and heads towards the kitchen.

109 MUM
Hellooo? Anybody home?

110 DAD (0O.S.)
Out here dear!
22. EXT. BACK GARDEN - DAY
Mum comes out, to be met by Dennis and Dad.

111 DENNIS/DAD
Ta daaaahh!
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Mum sees her garden restored to normal, with some
spectacular extra flourishes: wooden decking; a twisting
pathway; a pergola; a statue.

112 MUM
My garden! It looks... fantastic!
113 DAD

Yes, thanks to Mr. Acorn here!
Julian steps forward and ‘air kisses’ Mum on both cheeks.

114 JULIAN ACORN
Delighted to meet you, dear lady!

115 MUM

(flustered)
Oh Mr. Acorn, thank you so much!
But how... I mean, why did you

pick my garden for a make-over?

116 JULIAN ACORN
Apparently it was all the idea of
your little lad Walter here. His
Uncle called me...

117 MUM
But my son’s not called Walt...

Mum sees Dennis sneaking quietly away...

118  MUM (CONT'D)
Dennni-i-i-sss!

DISSOLVE TO:

23. INT. TREE HOUSE - DAY
Dennis, Gnasher, Curly and Pie Face review the day.

119 PIE FACE
So who won Beanotown in Bloom
then?

120 DENNIS
The Colonel. The judges said he
had...
(makes ‘quotation marks’
with his fingers)
‘a very disciplined approach...’

24. EXT. COLONEL'S GARDEN - DAY

Ram-rod straight, The Colonel salutes his bed of flowers.
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25. INT. TREE HOUSE - DAY

121 CURLY
Your Mum would’ve won if she’d
gone in for it though...

122 DENNIS
Yeah, but you know Mum. As the
garden had a professional make-
over, she thought it’d be
cheating if she entered.

123 PIE FACE
At least Walter didn’t win...

124 DENNIS
Not very likely Pie Face...
seeing as you totally lost
control of Sylvia...

26. FLASHBACK - EXT. WALTER’'S GARDEN - DAY

Sylvia leaps about like a rodeo horse, Pie Face aboard. All
around there’s gouged-up grass and flattened flowers.

CUT TO WALTER, leaping up and down with rage...
125 WALTER
Aaaaaagghhhh!
27. INT. TREE HOUSE - DAY
126 DENNIS
Well, there’s just one thing left
to do...

127 CURLY
What'’s that Den?

128 DENNIS
Gnasher’s bath...

SFX: SWOOOOSSSH!! Gnasher races off...
129 GNASHER
GNAAAAAGGHHH!
28. EXT. DOOR OF TREE HOUSE - DAY

His face an agonised grimace, Gnasher leaps through the
door to fill SCREEN... and FADE TO BLACK.



